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Text: Khusraw va Shirin 


fol. 183a: 
Title: Bahram Gir in the blue pavilion 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Haft paykar 


fol. 211b: 
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepiece 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 
Label: This incipit page has an illuminated titlepiece 
inscribed with the title of the poem, Kitab-i Khusraw va 
Shirin, in gold ink. 


fol. 257a: 
Title: Khusraw and Shirin enthroned in the presence of 
courtiers 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 


fol. 258b: 
Title: Farhad, the lover of Shirin, in the presence of the 
king’s messenger 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 


fol. 277a: 
Title: Khusraw asking pardon from Shirin 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 


fol. 292a: 
Title: Shirin meeting Khusraw 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 


fol. 315b: 
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepiece 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 
Text: Iskandarnama 
Label: This illuminated incipit page has a titlepiece 
inscribed with the title of the poem, Kitab-i 
Iskandarnamah, in gold ink. 
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Label: This folio is misbound. 


fol. 97b: 
Title: Salim, a youth from Baghdad, visiting Majnün 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 


fol. 98a: 
Title: Majniin meeting his mother in the presence of 
Salim 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 


fol. 100a: 
Title: Layla and Majnin reunited in the wilderness 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 


fol. 112b: 
Title: Majnün fainting at Layla’s tomb 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnün 


fol. 120b: 
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepiece 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 
Text: Haft paykar 
Label: This illuminated incipit page has a titlepiece 
inscribed with the title of the poem, Kitab-i Haft paykar, 
in gold ink. 

fol. 137b: 
Title: Bahram Gir killing a lion 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Haft paykar 


fol. 138a: 
Title: Bahram Gir killing a dragon 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Haft paykar 


fol. 173b: 
Title: Khusraw being told about Farhad’s love for Shirin 
Form: Illustration 
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Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnin 


fol. 73b: 
Title: Layla in a garden in the company of young women 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 


fol. 75a: 
Title: Nawfal, a friend of Majnin, fighting with Layla’s 
tribe 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla ۷۵ Majniin 


fol. 78b: 
Title: Majnin playing with wild animals 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnin 


fol. 83b: 
Title: Majnin playing with wild animals 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnin 


fol. 85a: 
Title: Majin and his father embracing in the wilderness 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 

fol. 88b: 
Title: Majnün visiting his father’s tomb 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majniin 

fol. 90a: 
Title: Khusraw and Farhad 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Khusraw va Shirin 
Label: This folio is misbound. 

fol. 94b: 
Title: Bahram Gir in the green pavilion 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Haft paykar 
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fol. Ib: 


Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece 

Form: Frontispiece 

Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated frontispiece, which together with the left 
side contains the title and the author's name, written in 
gold thuluth script. 


fol. 2a: 


Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece 

Form: Frontispiece 

Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
frontispiece, which together with the right side contains 
the title and the author's name, written in gold thuluth 
script. 


fol. 21b: 


Title: King Nishirvan hunting with Dastür, his vizier 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Makhzan al-asrar 


Title: King Faridiin hunting deer 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Makhzan al-asrar 


Title: An old man speaking with a king's confidant 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Makhzan al-asrar 


Title: Layla and Majnün at school 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnün 


Title: Majnün brought to the Ka ba in Mecca 
Form: Illustration 
Text: Layla va Majnin 


fol. 68b: 


Title: Majnin visited by his father 
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fol. 27b: 


fol. 40a: 


fol. 61b: 


fol. 66b: 


Decoration 


tawqi script below the frame, reads: katabahu wa- 
tazayyanahu wa-tajalladahu ‘ala yad al-faqir al-haqir Jamal 
al-Din Muhammad ak-Siddiqi al-Isfahant; the same name, 
responsible for the illuminations, with the date 900 AH / 
494-5, given on fol. 446a 


Support material Paper 


Laid paper 
Extent Foliation: i+446+i 
Collation Comments: A good number of folios (especially between 


fols. 90 and 180) either missing or misbound 


Dimensions 6.0 cm wide by 23.0 cm high 
Written surface 0.5 cm wide by 17.5 cm high 
Layout Columns: 3 


Ruled lines: 17 
First column has the text written obliquely; frame-ruled 


Contents fols. 1b - 446a: 

Title: Kitab-i Khamsah-i Shaykh-i Nizamt 
Incipit: 

بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم هست ALS‏ در كنج حكيم... 
Text note: Contains five poems: Makhzan al-asrar (fols.‏ 
1b-42b), Layla va Majniin (fols. 43b-119b), Haft paykar‏ 
(fols. 120b-166b and 177a-210b), Khusraw va Shirin‏ 
(fols. 167a-173a and 211b-314a), and Iskandarnamah‏ 
(fols. 315b-446a)‏ 
Hand note: Written in black nasta‘liq script with‏ 
captions in blue and gold‏ 
Decoration note: Twenty-six illustrations, most‏ 
repainted later; double-page illuminated frontispiece‏ 
with the inscription in gold thuluth script in four‏ 
cartouches: Kitab-i Khamsah-i (fol. 12 top), Shaykh-i‏ 
Nizami (fol. 1b top), ‘alayhi al-rahmah (fol. 1a bottom),‏ 
and wa-al-ridwan (fol. 2b bottom); four titlepieces with‏ 
the titles of individual poems (fols. 43b, 120b, 211b, and‏ 
315b)‏ 
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Name, in vernacular: 
جمال الدین محمد الصديقي الاصفهاني‎ 
Note: According to statements on fols. 2100, 314a, and ب4463‎ 
Jamal al-Din Muhammad al-Siddiqt al-Isfahani appears to be 
responsible for the chrysography, illumination, and binding, 
which has not survived in its original form. 
Scribe As-written name: Abii Bakr Shah ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali al- 
Shahrastani 
Name, in vernacular: 
ابو بکرشاه بن حسن بن علي الشهرستاني‎ 
Note: Abt Bakr Shah ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Shahrastani is 
mentioned only in the three colophons (see fols. 42b, 119a, 


and 210b). 
Form Book 
Genre Literary -- Poetry 
Language The primary language in this manuscript is Persian. 
Colophon 119a: 


Transliteration: Fol. 119a: qad faragha min tahrir hadha kitab 
[sic] al-latif wa-hiya [sic] jild [sic] al-thant min /1/ jumlat 
al-Khamsah al-musamma bi-hi [sic] Layla wa-Majniin min 
kalam shaykh al-muhaqqiqin /2/ qudwat al-‘arifin zubdat al- 
salikin Shaykh Nizamî al-Kanjah /3/ ‘alayhi al-rahmah wa- 
al-ridwan wa-al-maghrifah wal-ghufran al-‘abd /4/ al-faqir 
al-haqir al-da ‘if al-muftaqir ila rahmat Allah al-malik /5/ al- 
jant Abi Bakr Shah ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Sharastant /6/ 
ahsana Allah ahwalahu wa-ghafara lahu wa-li-walidayhi 
wa-li-sayir al-mu’ minin /7/ wa-al-mu’ minat wa-al-Muslimin 
wa-al-Muslimat fi ta<’>rikh sanat ithnayn /8/ wa-tais ‘In wa- 
thamanimi’ah al-hijriyah al-nabawiyah al-mustafawiyah /9/ 
wa-salla Allah ‘ala Muhammad wa- ‘alû تصەز‎ al-anbiya’ 
wa-al-mursalin /10/ wa-‘ala <a>lih wa-ashabih wa-azwajih 
ajma‘tn /11/ al-tayyibin wa-al-tahirin wa- /12/ al-hamd li- 
٢18ط‎ rabb al-‘alamin /13/ tamma /14/ 

Comment: Five colophons (42b, 119a, 210b, 314a, and 
446a) in Arabic giving the names of the scribe, illuminator, 
and bookbinder; colophon on fol. 314a, written in gold 
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.605 
Descriptive Title Five poems (quintet) 
Text title Kitab-i Khamsah-i Shaykh-i Nizami 
Vernacular: 
کتاب خمسه شیخ نظامی‎ 
Note: Title and author's name given in a double-page 


illuminated frontispiece with the inscription in gold thuluth 
script in four cartouches 


Author Authority name: Nizami Ganjavi, 1140 or 41-1202 or 3 
Supplied name: Ilyas ibn Yüsuf Nizamî Ganjavi 
Name, in vernacular: 
الیاس بن یوسف نظامی گنجوی‎ 
Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 605 AH / 1209 
CE 


Abstract This copy of the Khamsah (quintet) of Nizami Ganjavi (d. 
605 AH / 1209 CE) was written by Abii Bakr Shah ibn 
Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Shahrastant and illuminated by Jamal 
al-Din ibn Muhammad al-Siddiqi al-Isfahani between 892 
AH / 1486 CE and 900 AH / 1494-5 CE. The manuscript 
opens with a double-page illuminated frontispiece with an 
inscription giving the title of the work and the name of the 
author (fols. 1b-2a). There are four illuminated titlepieces 
with the names of the individual poems and twenty-six 
repainted illustrations. According to evidence supplied by 
the colophons, the original binding was by the hand of 
Jamal al-Din ibn Muhammad al-Siddiqi al-Isfahani, as well. 
Unfortunately, it has not survived. The binding presently 
attached to the manuscript dates to the twelfth century AH / 
eighteenth CE. 


Date 892 AH / 1486 CE; another date of 900 AH / 1494-5 CE 
given on fol. 446a for the completion of the illuminations and 
binding 

Origin Tran 


Artist As-written name: Jamal al-Din Muhammad al-Siddiqi al- 
Tsfahant 
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in 
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